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“I wish to fly an
aeroplane simulator!”
— Lutﬁl, 15
brain arteriovenous
malformation
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LEADERSHIP
MESSAGE

H

aving recently re-joined the Board of Directors of Make-A-Wish
Singapore for a second stint, I am delighted to see a more focused
Board and management team which is resolute in ﬁnding solutions to
the key challenges facing our organisation.

The Board is actively engaged with the management team to ensure that these solutions are sustainable and contribute to
Make-A-Wish in becoming a stronger charity with increased awareness in the community. Our areas of focus are:
• Further strengthening the team
• Implementing an impactful marketing and communications strategy
• Increasing the number of referrals and wish grants
Further Strengthening the Team
We are delighted to have a dedicated and experienced management team in place. This is a very energetic team that demonstrates
their willingness to go the extra mile and to do the right thing for our donors, partners, wish children and their families on a daily
basis. This current team will be further strengthened with the appointment of a new CEO later this year. Additionally, we have
had a number of very talented individuals recently joining our Advisory Board and we look forward to their participation and input.
As a Board, we are committed to ensuring that the very best and most talented individuals are joining our team to ensure the
longevity and the success of the organisation for many more years to come.
Implementing an Impactful Marketing and Communications Strategy
Our mission is to “grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich the human experience with hope,
strength and joy”. While this resonates well with our Wish Families and medical practitioners, many in Singapore incorrectly
associates our mission with that of granting “a last and ﬁnal wish” and hence are apprehensive in approaching us. We aim to change
this mindset to ensure that our partnering medical professionals, eligible families and children understand that granting a wish can
be an integral part of a Wish Child’s overall treatment plan. Studies have shown a substantive improvement in the Wish Child’s
outlook and recovery with the power of a wish. We need to continue to emphasise this positive power of a wish, the key role it can
play in a child’s treatment, and ultimately increase the public’s awareness about Make-A-Wish and our mission.
Increasing the Number of Referrals and Wish Grants
We aim to work more closely with our medical partners, social workers, community centres, religious organisations and all other
potential sources of referrals to ensure we maximise the number of children who are referred to us, ultimately resulting in granting
more wishes and bringing hope and joy to these children and their families. We have a very strong network of referral sources and
we plan to further build upon and cultivate these to ensure that our goal of outreach to every medically eligible child in Singapore
is achieved. It is only through this highest level of outreach that we can truly maximise the societal impact that Make-A-Wish could
have in Singapore. One of the most eﬀective ways for us to publicise our mission and vision would be through word of mouth and
here is where you can really help. If you know of any eligible children, please refer them to us.
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to extend our deepest gratitude to our donors, partners, Wish Children, Wish
Families and our committed volunteers and staﬀ for believing in our charter and for your unwavering support over the years. We
ask that you remain steadfast in your support and to further spread the word about Make-A-Wish and the mission we are trying
to fulﬁl.
Humbly Yours,
Sean Hesh

MCI (P) 070/09/2016
Opinions expressed in this magazine are solely those of the writers and do not necessarily represent those of the Make-A-Wish Foundation®.
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Get Animated
Invasion
Marvin the Martian invaded Raffles City where all
proceeds go to support Make-A-Wish Foundation

Marvin the Martian and his army of clones invaded our sunny
island earlier in February. We teamed up with Warner Bros this
year where 15 of our wish children have come together to
unleash their creativity and imagination by turning blank Marvin
the Martian ﬁgurines into a work of art.
Making their ﬁnal stop at Singapore, this programme was part of
the Get Animated Invasion Asia Tour, which covers Taipei, Beijing,
Hong Kong and Singapore, featuring Marvin the Martian and
other Warner Bros’ iconic cartoon characters such as from
Looney Tunes.
The gallery of over 80 Marvin the Martian ﬁgurines were
exhibited at Raﬄes City, where it’s opened for public to visit and
take photos. These ﬁgurines which were designed by renowned
musicians, artists, celebrities, inﬂuencers and media personalities
was also auctioned oﬀ online, where all the proceed go to
support Make-A-Wish Foundation.

02

WISHING WELL

ISSUE 42

#WorldWishDay

Hasbro Toys Galore
A lead up to World Wish Day, where our
wish children were invited to pick their
favourite toys at Toys ‘R’ Us

K

eeping up with the launch of Marvel’s Avengers: Endgame
movie, we gathered 25 of our wish kids for an exciting
Saturday morning at Toys ‘R’ Us Singapore, where they were
treated to a toy galore to pick their favourite Hasbro range of
Avengers toys.
They were granted with three free toys of their choice and
excitement that would last for quite a while!
A huge thanks to Hasbro and Toys ‘R’ Us for sponsoring this
event and the volunteers from Disney for going the extra mile
and creating such a wonderful experience for our wish children.

This year’s World Wish Day
campaign theme is “Where there
is a wish, there is a way.” For a
child battling a critical illness, a
wish is not just a dream. When a
wish is granted, a child replaces
fear with conﬁdence, sadness
with joy, and anxiety with hope
– a powerful combination that
helps wish children look beyond
the challenges of today toward
the possibilities of tomorrow.
Throughout April, we will turn
every Wednesday into
#WishWednesday by sharing
inspirational stories of wish
children and alumni through
our social media platforms.
We’ve also partnered with
Disney, in-line with the release
of the classic, Aladdin, to amplify
the power of wish granting to
support Make-A-Wish. For every
public post with #FriendLikeMe
from 29 April - 24 May, 2019,
Disney Worldwide Services will
donate USD 5 up to USD 1
million to Make-A-Wish® to
help grant life-changing wishes
all over the world.
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16th Make-A-Wish
Charity Golf

o

Signature annual golf event returned to
Sentosa Golf Club’s New Tanjong course for its
16th edition in March 2019.

ur annual Make-A-Wish Charity Golf returned this year at Sentosa Golf Club,
New Tanjong course on 22 March 2019. We had 148 golfers come together for
a fun-ﬁlled day of golf and networking at the world-class championship course.

The day ended with an Arabian-themed evening where golfers were encouraged
to come in their best Arabian outﬁt. Mr Lawrence Wong, Minister for National Development and
Second Minister for Finance graced the event as guest of honour.
The evening began with an exotic belly dancing performance by J Dance Atelier and the crowd
was serenaded by homegrown act, Jack & Rai as they dine. There were also powerful sharings
from our wish child, Nicole and wish parent, Karishma.
A total of $244,620 was raised from the event and we would like to thank you for making this
possible.
A special thank you to our sponsors, Asia Square Tower One, Audi, EBS, Fabri-Tech, FairPrice
Foundation and Marina Bay Sands for supporting our 16th Make-A-Wish Charity Golf.
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“

I WISH TO
MEET MY
FAVOURITE
DISNEY
PRINCESSES!”
Aleesya, 9
chronic lung disease and cerebral palsy

“

I WISH
TO HAVE
AN ART
JAMMING
SESSION!”
Chevelle, 7
thalassemia major

Chevelle is an endearing 7-year-old girl
who enjoys art & craft, colouring and
playtime with her siblings. Her wish was to
have a fun art jamming session with her
family, so we arranged for Chevelle and
her family to art jam at Arteastiq.

Aleesya is a sweet girl who is wild about dolling up and all things relating to Disney princesses. It’s no surprise
that when it came time for her one true wish, Aleesya knew exactly what she wanted. “I wish to meet my
favourite Disney princesses!” she said enthusiastically.
She was overjoyed when she heard that she was going to have the opportunity to meet her favourite princesses.
She researched on the princesses she wanted to meet and the parades and rides she wanted to experience.
Leading up to her wish, we gifted Aleesya a polaroid camera to capture all the moments at the magical kingdom!
Along with her parents, Aleesya travelled to Disneyland in Hong Kong where she got the chance to meet and
exchange hugs with many of her favourite princesses. She got to stay in an exclusive Frozen Suite for a night,
where she enjoyed princess high tea and cosy bedtime story. Aleesya’s face light up when she was given a royal
princess makeover where she got to dress up as her favourite princess, Anna from Frozen. Her ultimate dream
came true!
This trip is especially meaningful for both Aleesya and her family as it’s their very ﬁrst overseas trip and a chance
to spend quality time together as a family, fostering closer bond.
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To prepare her for the art jamming
session, we surprised Chevelle with a
shopping spree at ArtFriend for craft
materials. She was fascinated by the
comprehensive selection of art and craft
supplies, and had an enjoyable time
selecting craft materials including her very
ﬁrst set of paint and paintbrushes! Using
the craft materials bought, Chevelle
unleashed her creativity and designed a
scrapbook together to record down her
wish journey. She was also introduced to
the basics of painting to prepare her for
D-day!
When Chevelle’s wish day arrived, she
could hardly contain her excitement! At
Arteastiq, she enthusiastically painted her
favourite cartoon characters such as
Gecko from PJ Masks and Mickey Mouse.
Chevelle and her family had a memorable
afternoon together, and headed home
with their beautiful canvas art paintings
and wide smiles on their faces.
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“

I WISH TO
SWIM WITH
WHALE SHARKS
AND TURTLES!”
Nicole, 11
biliary atresia

Nicole, 11, wished to swim with whale sharks and turtles, and
her guiding principle is "the rarer the species, the better!" Her
wish brought her to Cebu, Philippines where she got to go on a
sardine run, waterfall trip, swim with turtles and have a private
barbeque on the beach!
The anticipation builds as Nicole's wish granters gave her little
surprises with puzzles, turtle lights and paper crabs as she
counts down to her wish day.
On her wish day, Nicole was oﬀ to Whale Shark Resort in
Oslob, Cebu where she ﬁnally had the chance to swim with her
favourite whale sharks and sea turtles, and she even saw
starﬁsh, jellyﬁsh, and dolphins. Nicole could not stop smiling
throughout the whole experience. A wish experience that does
not only spreads joy, but hope and strength to a child.
10
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“

I WISH TO FLY
AN AEROPLANE
SIMULATOR!”
Lutﬁl, 15
brain arteriovenous malformation
“This is more than what I wished for,” enthused
15-year-old Lutﬁl, who wishes to ﬂy an aeroplane
simulator. An independent and cheerful boy, Lutﬁl
has been a huge fan of planes since young and
always dream of becoming a pilot.
On his wish day, together with Airbus Asia Training
Centre (AATC) and Singapore Airline Training
Centre (STC), Lutﬁl was given a customised pilot
uniform and cap. He toured around AATC, had a
brieﬁng session with a pilot and then ﬂew the
simulator together and even had his parents and
brother as passengers! Lutﬁl was presented with a
certiﬁcate before the SIA pilots then came by to
pick him up and continued his training with
lessons in a classroom and practical lessons that
included emergency practices such as dry and wet
evacuation as well as ﬁre situations on board. To
end the day, Lutﬁl received his pilot wings from
SIA and lots of gifts from AATC, STC and
Make-A-Wish.
WISHING WELL
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Donation Form
To make a donation online, please visit www.makeawish.org.sg/en/donate

My Particulars
Full Name:
NRIC / FIN Number:

Contact Number:

Address:

Email:

Call for Referrals
Do you know of a family who is caring for a child facing a life-threatening illness?
When children are battling a critical illness, so much of normal childhood is taken away from
them - it is exhausting, both emotionally and physically. Wishes give them the opportunity to
look outside their illness, while restoring their sense of childhood and normalcy to the family.
Make-A-Wish believes in the healing power of a Wish. By helping these children fulﬁl a
cherished dream, we can reignite their sense of hope and imagination, and give the family
additional strength to battle these illnesses.

Payment Method
$50

$100

$300

$500

Other Amounts: $

*Donations above $50 will be entitled to a 2.5 tax deductible

I wish to remain anonymous

Frequency
Annual Donation

Monthly Donation

One-Time Donation

Payment Type
Visa

Who is eligible for a wish?

Mastercard

Amex

Credit Card Number:
Name on Credit Card:
Cheque

Expiry Date:

(MM/YY)

Cheque Number:
To be crossed & made payable to “Make-A-Wish Foundation (S) Ltd”

Singaporeans,
Permanent Residents,
Dependent Pass Holders

Diagnosed with a critical
medical condition*

Between the ages of
3-18 years old

*Critical medical conditions include but are not
restricted to, childhood cancers, certain types of
muscular dystrophy, certain neurological or genetic
diseases, cardiac conditions, renal failure and
traumatic injuries.

We depend on you to make a referral. Drop us an email
at wish@makeawish.org.sg or call/text 9366 2004 to
refer a deserving child.
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The information which you provide in this form will be used for the purpose of processing your donation, facilitating the processing of tax
deductions by the Inland Revenue Authority of Singapore (IRAS) (where applicable), and communicating with you concerning your
donation. Unless you choose to remain anonymous, donors giving $100 & above will be acknowledged in our newsletters and other
publications. By signing this form, you agree to our collection, use and disclosure for the above purposes.

Signature:

Date: (DD/MM/YY)
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