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Leadership
Message
My exciting journey with Make-A-Wish
Foundation started in 2010. My eldest
daughter, Gelyn Ong, who was about
six years old then had her first solo art
exhibition and we decided to donate
all proceeds from the exhibition to the
Make-A-Wish Foundation. Since then,
as a family, we are fortunate and
blessed to be able to continue
supporting the Foundation in
various activities.
It is heartening to see up close
and personal that everyone in the
Make-A-Wish family, including the
staff, volunteers, wish granters and
ambassadors worked tirelessly and

passionately with a common goal –
to bring joy and make a difference to
the wish children.
On many occasions, I have had
the privilege to interact with the
wish children and their parents.
Or sometimes simply listening to
their testimonies on stage or on videos.
It always amazes me how courageous
and cheerful they are, despite the
challenges and anxiety that they
face on a daily basis. The world will
definitely be a better place if we
can emulate the children’s positive
energy and their parents’ giving of
unconditional love.

I am honoured to join the Board about a
year ago and certainly hope to contribute to
the overall success of the Foundation.
Most importantly, we must reach out,
grant more wishes and bring more joy
to the wish children and their family.

— David Ong
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Hazrie was diagnosed with nephrotic syndrome,
a disorder where kidneys cannot process protein
and it leaks into the urine. This causes a host of
complications such as swelling. He underwent
a kidney transplant last year and has been
recovering well.

“ I wish to
have a headcontrolled
wheelchair!”

Like many boys his age, he is a very inquisitive boy
and loves to experience something he had never
done before! He is also a huge fan!
For his wish realization, we had friendly Ferrari car
drivers from the Ferrari Owners’ Club who helped
to ferry Hazrie around and make his day more
memorable! He was also given a LEGO set as
a surprise!
Four Ferraris came to pick him up early in the morning
and Hazrie picked blue Ferrari 599 GTB as it is
in his favourite color, blue! They then took a joy
ride where Hazrie experienced the speed of the
super-fast cars.

— Elaine, 16, cerebral palsy

Elaine is a chatty and ambitious girl who is always
keen to learn. Like a typical 16-year-old, Elaine likes
going out and shopping. Her mom and helpers would
sometimes take trips out to IKEA or to the cinema.
Due to her condition, Elaine is unable to control her
hands but is learning to use the computer by using a
eye-movement detector. She has seen several eyecontrolled and voice-recognition devices and her wish
was to have a similar device that would allow her to
control her own wheelchair!
It took us close to a year of trials and product
adaptations before we finally identified a headcontrolled wheelchair that worked well for Elaine.
Elaine then underwent several sessions of training to
learn the full functions of her wheelchair before being
able to bring it home with her. Since then, Elaine has
been relishing in her independance. Her family shares
that she is even more confident and chatty now.
We celebrated Elaine’s new-found independence
with a special experience on the Singapore Flyer.
Coninciding with her birthday (shared with two
brothers as they are triplets), the family was treated to
a private dining session on the Singapore Flyer, much
to Elaine’s delight!
This wish was granted on 2 November 2017.

“ I wish to
have a fun
day out ”
— Hazrie, 8, End stage renal disease

Like all of our wish children, Hazrie had been
anticipating his wish day for some time. And he would
pester his stepmother everyday by asking when is his
wish coming true.
To complement his Ferrari experience, he hopped
onto an electric drift trike; something that he has
always wanted to do! He had lots of fun together with
his brother, just going around a track with the trike that
is specially designed to drift easily around corners.
Hazrie continue his speed quest as he was whisked
away with his Ferrari entourage again to his lunch at
the DC Superheroes café. He was so excited about
eating special themed meals right next to all his
favorite superheroes in the café! A special toy was
given to him by the staff of the café as he spotted
staring at it for a long time. To conclude his fantastic
meal at the restaurant, he received a The Flash t-shirt
as well from the café as he is his favorite Superhero.
To end off his spectacular wish day, he was
chauffeured to the Piece of Peace exhibition @ Fort
Canning Park, which features replicas of UNESCO
World Heritage sites built using LEGO. He played
a mini-game where he was given pictures of the
Heritage sites and had to guess which LEGO set
it was. The highlight of his wish day was building a
LEGO set together with his brother and wish granters.
This wish was granted on 10 September 2017.
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“ I wish to have a remote
-controlled wheelchair! ”
— Pio, 13, cerebral palsy
Pio is a 13-year-old girl/boy with Cerebral
Palsy & Epilepsy. This is a permanent
movement disorder that can greatly affect
movements, vision, hearing and speaking.
He has some cognitive delay and uses a
walking aid to walk short distances. He is
a happy boy that works diligently on the
tasks at hand. Pleasant, charming and
very cheerful, Pio will be able to melt your
heart when you meet him. He is a fan of
football and enjoys eating and cooking.
He watches cooking channel and has
a love for MRT stations in Singapore
although he has yet to take the
Downtown Line.
We celebrated Pio’s new found
independence with a day out during the first
day launch of phase three of the Downtown
line. During the day out, we did many of
Pio’s favourite activity, take photos at every
station, with the station’s name behind him.
We travelled to Bedok Resevior Station
and had lunch at a restaurant at Bedok
Resevior with some family friends. There
after, Pio and his parents visited a café near
Fort Canning Station to decorate cakes, as
another favourite activity of his is to watch
people cook.
Some milestones he achieved with his new
wheelchair included tapping in and out at
the station gantries and also being able to
move more than 50 metres away from his
parents.
This wish was granted on 21 October 2017.

“ I wish to be a
LEGO designer! ”
— Sage, 11, metabolic disorder

Sage is an effable 11-year-old boy
with an enormous love for all things
LEGO. Very often, he would embark
on ambitious building with his older
brother as his sidekick.
Unlike other 12 year old, Sage has
already gone through his 2nd liver
transplant. When our wish granters
spoke to him, he would lift up his
shirt candidly to show his scars from
previous operation.
When it came down to decide on his
wish, it was no surprise that Sage’s
wish was to be a Lego designer. And
with the help of our wish granters and
Lego Singapore, not only were we able
to make his dreams come through but
we were also able to arrange for a
building session with a senior designer
at Lego.
Prior to his visit, he was made to fill up
his “resume” on a Lego CV. You could
see his face light up when he was filing
it up.

On his actual wish day, he held his
resume such pride and presented
it to his “boss” Marcos Bessa,
senior designer at LEGO. After his
“interview” and “hiring” process,
Sage was presented with an official
letter of appointment and also a staff
ID badge. He was then taken for an
induction tour of the Lego office. His
excitement was palpable and he was
asking questions on the LEGO displays
peppered throughout the office. He then
started on his design process with his
brother and Marcos. It was impossible
to wipe his wide smile off his face.
His building session was fruitful and he
managed complete half a spaceship in
his 2 hours’ session. And he held up
their creation proudly at the end of
the session.
What happened next was something
we didn’t expect! With the generosity of
LEGO, Sage was gifted 4 big boxes of
loose LEGO pieces for his build and in
addition to that, he got 10 boxes of Star

Wars LEGO and a discontinued
set designed by Marcos himself.
With his loots from Lego, Sage had
a task of building 5 spaceships in 5
weeks as part of his job requirements.
And he donated one of them for our
charity auction so that he can helped
other wish children.
With his big heart, Sage donated some
of his gifts from LEGO to his school’s
play room so that he can share the joy
with his schoolmates.
To end off his wish, Sage will be going
to LEGOLAND at the end of the year for
a short holiday.
Make-A-Wish Singapore would like
to thank LEGO Singapore for making
Sage’s wish come true.
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“ I wish to have a 			
Tsum Tsum party! ”
— Rae-Ann,
Rae-Ann, 7,
7, Cancer
cancer
—

“ I wish to have 			
a snow ball fight
with my family ”
— Qatrina, 8, unknown progressive neurological degeneration
“Qatrina, more famously known as Qat,
is a bubbly girl who will captivate you
with her stories at every instance. Qat
has a huge following #qatwalk whereby
her well-wishers post pictures with her
hastag at the various places in the
world they visit, in the hope that Qat
herself will imprint her footprints there
one day. She is a big fan of KPop &
anything Korean plus her knowledge of
the Korean language surpasses most
of her age. One of her family’s favourite
pastime was also watching Korean
variety shows together, and they could
list so many places in Korea from the
shows that they have watched.
Qat always knew what her one true
wish was to experience snow in Korea
with her family. More specifically,
she shared that she wanted to have
a snowball fight and build a snowman
with her family. Her eyes twinkled
when she started elaborating on her
wish and even started a “Korea Trip
Fund” way before her wish was even
finalised. “Korea” was the theme of her
wish journey! Korean dinners and the
presentation of the Korean Won were
arranged by the wish granters before

the trip. Her parents and siblings were
completely onboard all the surprise
plans we had in store for her!
On the Wish Day, despite the flight
being after midnight, Qat was beaming
with excitement. She was won over by
the attention that the SQ staff showered
her with throughout the flight. This
excitement stayed throughout the trip
as she explored South Korea with trips
to The Lotte World, Everland, Nami
Island and not forgetting a trip to the
Ski Resort where she got to enjoy the
snow. A magical moment of snowfall
that she witnessed from an open
window at one of her beautiful AirBnB
apartments, made Qat’s wish a truly
unforgettable memoir.
We would like to thank SIA,
AirBnB & This is Korea for making
#qatwalk possible and for all the
little touches they made to make
Qat feel extra special.
Qat is truly an inspiration to all of us
with her perseverance and we hope
this is just the beginning of #qatwalk.”

Rae-Ann who is diagnosed with ovarian
cancer, is an extremely imaginative and
expressive girl who is absolutely crazy
about Tsum Tsum. She converses with us
through her Tsum Tsum characters, her
favourite being Piglet, Baymax, Princess
Jasmine and Minnie. Her wish was to
bounce on a princess bouncy castle with
Tsum Tsums!
A lot of preparation went into creating this
Tsum Tsum experience, with Disney flying
in Tsum Tsum plushies from all across the
world and bringing in a Tsum Tsum arcade
game which would allow Rae-Ann freeplay throughout the day and the chance
to win all sort of Tsum Tsum merchandise.
Customised Tsum Tsum t-shirts were
produced for all guests and of course, a
bouncy castle was blown up just for her
and filled with Tsum Tsum plushies.
Rae-Ann’s wish day was held at RitzCarlton and attended by her closest
friends and family. She was full of smiles
from bouncing around and playing. Her
wish day ended with a treasure hunt for
more Tsum Tsums at Marina Bay Sands
where she could then start her staycation.
Rae-Ann’s wish was made possible by our
wish granters, Disney, Ritz Carlton and
Marina Bay Sands.
This wish was granted on
18 November 2017.
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“ I wish to have 			
a laptop! ”
— Javier, 12, End Stage Renal Failure

We first met Javier in August in the
hospital after he had his transplant.
Javier has a happy-go-lucky personality
and we had some difficulty ascertaining
his true wish. We managed to find out
that he loves the Minions, and after
giving him some time to think about
what he truly wanted, he told us that
he would like a laptop for his e-learning
in school. We wanted to combine his
love for the Minions, along with his wish
for a laptop, and hence a USS trip & a
staycation at Amara Sanctuary Resort
was planned for his Wish Day.
To give him some autonomy in his
Wish, we brought Javier and his
family to Gain City to choose the
laptop. Employees from GovTech also
came along to share some advice on
which laptop he should buy and the
accompanying accesories. He was
full of anticipation and excitement and
looked forward to his Wish Day which
had a whole host of fun activities for
him and his family. They had exclusive
VIP access to the rides and met the
Minions for some photo opportunities.
Meanwhile, we (wish granters and
employees from GovTech) decorated
his hotel room and hid all his presents
in various locations in the room.
When Javier reached the hotel room,
we had a game of treasure hunt
with him. After he found all the
presents, we cut his Wish Day cake
and sang him a Wish Day song
(to the tune of Happy Birthday).

This Wish was adopted and funded by GovTech

Javier and his family were very excited
over the spacious room with its private
Jacuzzi, and Javier showed us the
numerous photos he took with his
handphone during the USS trip.
We subsequently ordered a photo
album for them to have a keepsake of
his Wish Day.
This wish was granted on 28
October 2017.

“ I wish to
film a music
video with
Zara Leola ”
— Fatehah, 14, Intestinal Tuberculosis

Fatehah is a bubbly and friendly
14-year-old girl.
Like many teenage girls her age,
she is an avid user of social media
platforms such as Facebook and
Instagram. She loves hip hop dancing
and would practice dance moves with
her friends at their own free time.
Her love for dancing and catchy songs
led us to her wish. As a frequent user of
YouTube, together with her friends,
she came across Indonesian singer,
Zara Leola and was enamoured with
her ever since.
She is awestruck by Zara’s confidence
and dance moves.
And it came as no surprise that she
loves watching Zara’s videos on
YouTube during her free time.
Combining her love for hip-hop dancing
and Zara Leola, it was no surprise that
she wanted to film a music video to
Zara’s song ‘No to bully’.

Upon prompting from the wish granters,
Fatehah decided that she really wants
to meet Zara Leola, although she was
initially sceptical in making this wish
because she assumed that it was
something unattainable.

Fatehah’s video was unveiled at our
Santa Run for Wishes to a round
of rapturous applause.

To prepare Fatehah for the music video,
she underwent classes with her squad
to bring her dance routine up to scratch.

This wish was granted on
18 November 2017.

Zara and her crew flew in a day earlier
to surprise Fatehah during dinner
the day before filming. Upon seeing
her idol, Fatehah burst into tears.
The day started bright and early on
the following day of the shoot. It was
breakfast on site followed by hair and
makeup plus a short rehearsal before
the shooting commenced.
The filming went really well, and it
was so lovely to see Fatehah blossom
during the entire wish journey and the
day ended with a ‘squad-only’ outing
and a meal in Vivo city.

This wish was possible with the
generosity of KrisFlyer members.
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Santa Run for
Wishes 2017
On 9th December 2017, more than 3,300 santas and
elves descended on The Promontory@Marina Bay for
Santa Run for Wishes 2017.
Both races were flagged off by our Guest of Honour –
Ms Grace Fu, Minister for Community, Culture
and Youth.
This year, in partnership with Marina Bay Countdown
Singapore 2018, our runners were one of the first to
experience the Christmas carnival.
Past beneficiaries of Make-A-Wish Singapore also
came down for our annual Christmas party with
their families. There were plenty of laughter and fun
throughout the venue and it was such a lovely way to
kick start.
With your generosity, over $500,000 were raised for
our wish granting programme in 2018!
Thank you so much for your support and we look
forward to seeing you next year!
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Donation Form
Choose a donation amount below:
$50

Up and
coming events
The 15th Make-A-Wish Charity Golf tournament
returns this year at Sentosa New Tanjong Course on
27th April 2018. Besides the lure of a world-class golf
course, this annual golf extravaganza is a go-to for
many individuals and corporate executives to network
and tee up against each other for a worthy cause.
As we strive to grant more wishes each year, we
need all the help we can get. Join us as a sponsor,
volunteer, donor or participant to help us make
a difference to the lives of our wish children.
Selected branding opportunities and advertising
space are available for sponsors. For more
information, email adrian@makeawish.org.sg.
For the last page of this issue, can we have a
donation page? You can refer to the Santa Run
donation form attached to this email and use it as
a reference.

$100

$150

$200

Other Amounts: $

*Donations above $50 will be entitled to a 2.5 tax deductible

Full Name:
NRIC / FIN Number:

Contact Number:

Email:

Payment Method
By Credit Card
Visa

Mastercard

Amex

Credit Card Number:
Name on Credit Card:
Expiry Date:

(MM/YY)

By Cheque
Cheque Number:
Please make the cheque payable to “Make-A-Wish Singapore”

Signature:

Date: (DD/MM/YY)
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